“A Modest Proposal” In-Context Vocabulary
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“Man, am I stuffed!  One too many babies, I suppose!” – Jonathan Swift, 1729
Do Now:  Try your best to figure out the words from context clues or Latin roots.  Then get with a partner to compare notes.  Then look up the words in a dictionary to confirm your definitions.
It is a melancholy object to those who walk through this great town or travel in the country, when they see the streets, the roads, and cabin doors, crowded with beggars of the female sex, followed by three, four, or six children, all in rags and importuning every passenger for an alms.
melancholy:

alms:
I think it is agreed by all parties that this prodigious number of children in arms, or on the backs, or at the heels of their mothers, and frequently of their fathers, is in the present deplorable state of the kingdom a very great additional grievance.

prodigious:

deplorable:

I am assured by our merchants, that a boy or a girl before twelve years old is no salable commodity…

salable:

And therefore it [eating babies] will have one other collateral advantage, by lessening the number of papists among us.

collateral:

papists:

If papist is a derogatory term, how could this be revealing of Swift’s bias?
But this and may others I omit, being studious of brevity.
brevity:
How could this line be considered ironic?
These vocabulary words will be included on our satire test.  Additionally, bonus points will be awarded for using these words in your satirical essays.
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