Each week, Dr. Perella sends the faculty a Friday email that includes a “shout out” to a particular person in the school community who has gone above and beyond the call of duty.
In this same tradition, my Friday shout outs go to…
Period 2
Rayne Allien, who established an assertive academic voice in her class discussion and in her writing this year, injecting a strong sense of social awareness into our class community.
Luke Baily-Zona, who seamlessly stepped in to read parts for Hamlet at a moment’s notice and used his acting abilities to liven up the activity.
Gurvir Bajwa, who, when asked recently if she would want to graduate college early said no, because she wanted to make sure she understood all of the material fully.  This is emblematic of her diligence as a student.
Connor Bryan, who carried himself as a consummate gentleman and who wrote one of the more interesting essays all year, a comparison of Shakespeare’s Hamlet and the film Pulp Fiction.
Lena Chehaiber, who has a great smile and a great sense of humor that makes the classroom a better place to learn.
Julia Coulombe, whose passion for theater is evident in everything she does, from her wonderful collection of Playbills that she brought into class to her astute analysis of Shakespeare.
Joseph Egitto, who meticulously approached his homework assignments, often typing a two-page response when a one-page handwritten one was assigned.
Richard Finnigan, who demonstrated poise when presenting ideas to the class, and captured our imaginations by linking the infamous Batman villain two-face to some of Shakespeare’s famous antagonists.
Sean Freeman, who showed an amiable nature that allows him to get along with anyone and work well in small group settings.
Montana Heise, who diligently wrote the class agenda on the board for me every day, often without my even having to ask, and who helped me to stay organized and on task.
Tenzin Kamson, who crafted a pretty powerful and emotional narrative for our personal memoir assignment.
Maddi King-Giannino, who brought to the class the same vibrant energy and enthusiasm that she brings to the stage through drama club.
Mackenzie Madigan, who demonstrated a level of poise and maturity that is beyond her years, in the way she interacted with teachers and peers.
Talia Matarazzo, whose candid observations about the world both entertain and educate those around her.
Jillian McCarthy, who set remarkably high standards for herself and worked diligently to exceed them through her organized, meticulous approach to her studies.
Jocelyn McCarthy, who advocated for not only herself but her peers by asking many relevant questions over the course of the year, to clarify concepts, expectations, and course material.
John Mucci-Riley, who shared insightful and poignant commentary in both his writing and his comments in class discussion.
Lindy Naama, who wrote a wonderful personal narrative about her relationship with her sister, which demonstrates the lasting bonds she builds with others.
Safi Nkera, who excelled at making connections between English class and history class, and who worked diligently to prepare to take AP exams in both.
Abdullahi Osman, who I think literally grew half a foot over the course of the year, but also figuratively grew, becoming a more mature and responsible student.
Bilan Osman, who is a true global citizen with a mature and modern understanding of the world around her.
Molly Ryan, who often made memorable and witty remarks in class, and who consistently improved as a writer.
Alexis Serino, who was the only student in the school who did not take Advanced Placement English and still earned a prestigious English department book award this year.
Emily Serra, who worked with many of the young children in our school’s day care programs, impacting their lives forever with her kindness.
Zaryaab Shafiq, one stylish dresser, who produced some of the best written analytical essays of the year.
Amani Taha, who demonstrated her kind nature and positive attitude each and every single day, without fail.
Period 6
Ian Adams, who always came to class eager to discuss the previous night’s reading assignment, performing such close readings of Faulkner’s As I Lay Dying that he actually clarified some points of confusion for me.
Shaima Azam, who not only excelled in my class but also helped Mr. Bowen-Flynn’s students edit their Hamlet video projects.
Owen Bailey, who possesses a remarkably ability to read a nonfiction informational text for understanding and then summarize major arguments to the class.
Alexis Batul, who has grown tremendously as a writer and as a student since her time in my sophomore standard English class.
Kelley Carr, who so deftly embraced the Feminist critical lens and then applied it to the works we studied in a way that a college student would.
Louis “Tiger” Chin, who meticulously typed his homework in his quest for the elusive check-plus.
Massimo Cugno, who wrote a wonderful personal narrative and who brought in his trumpet to play in order to bring the story to life.
Emma deRosas, who carried herself with exceptional poise and maturity, and who shared collegiate-level insight in her discussion and in her writing.
Anthony DiVito, who gained the confidence to speak up in discussion, and when he did, shared remarkably poignant ideas.
Ramon Fernandes, who leads by example in the classroom the same way he leads the marching band on the field as drum major.
Rachel Garland, the recipient of my Outstanding Effort Award, who encouraged her peers to contribute more, and who demonstrated great pride when they did.
Leighton Helleberg, who matured as a student and as a young man during the year, and who began to build good habits that will ultimately lead to success.
Gina Laskey, who demonstrated remarkable creativity in her art and other projects.
Anthony Leccese, who was a consummate professional in his dealings with teachers and students alike, always showing great respect and always following through.
Samantha MacFarlane, whose creativity may only be matched by her kindness.
Hannah McGillicuddy, who lived up to the lofty expectations I had for her when Mr. Bowen-Flynn told me he was the hardest working student that he taught last year.
Leonardo Oliveira, with whom I always looked forward to talking about basketball, and with whom I talked a bit about literature as well.
Taylor Pacheco, who wrote a moving personal narrative about her relationship with her cousin, and who exuded positivity in all of her interactions with her peers.
Vincent Perella, who demonstrated a zest for life and brought a great energy to the last period of the day.
Tenzin Phunkhang, who travelled to Ecuador on the school’s service learning trip, and who exuded kindness and service on a daily basis at MHS.
Estefany Ramos Parada, who was our expert on biblical allusions in works of literature and wrote (and sang) a great parody version of Feliz Navidad.
Tainary Santana Reyes, whose maturity and confidence make her a remarkable role model for young people in this generation and the next.
Connor Smith, our resident film buff, who could without fail make a connection between the topic we were studying and a movie that he had recently seen (and it was always very relevant to class).
Karma Tashi, whose peaceful and pensive nature yielded some poignant thoughts.
Thomas Walsh, who continued to grow as a student, a writer, and a young man this year.
Yvonne Wu, who worked diligently to follow up on any task she was assigned.
Thank you for giving me the opportunity to teach your children this year.
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Casey Avenell, who not only excelled in her own right but helped some of her classmates to be more responsible in their work, too.
Bruna Bonnet, who wrote our agenda on the board most days and helped me greatly with organization in the classroom.
Gina Ciccone, who consistently improved her writing abilities by leaps and bounds.
Aaron Dell’Anno, a true gentleman, who set an example for his peers with his consummately polite nature.
Paulo Diorio, who respectfully worked so well with others in small group settings.
Tyler Donovan, who stayed after school with me to discuss his original ideas for community service projects.
Felipe Franco, who demonstrated “outside the box” thinking by making myriad connections during class discussion.
Mitchell Gumbs, who so often raised his hand to answer questions during class.
Nick Keniston, who excelled in class participation and created uniquely memorable moments, like when he wore a wig to impersonate Beethoven.  
Alannah Landano, who had the courage to do something many adults would not:  sit down in formal meetings with the Assistant Superintendent to create a real plan for addressing bullying in our elementary schools.
Abdikadir Osman, who always wrote with the smallest penmanship but the biggest ideas.
Liam Pari-di-Monriva, who demonstrated the uncanny ability to connect The Phantom of the Opera to any work of literature we studied.
Michael Paternese, who always entered the room with a smile and certainly respected the learning environment.
Sophia Pierre, who set goals for herself to do well and passionately followed through to make them a reality.
Tyler Quinlan, who entertained us all with his stories, and demonstrated an ability to command the attention of an entire class of high schoolers.
Daniella Ramirez, who emerged as an honors student because of the great insight she provides in her writing and class discussion.
Rory Robinson, who sang an original Big Sean parody (“This is Christmas time!”) for the class.
Carine Roland, who conducted a terrifically involved, multi-day interview with me for a class project.
Bernifka Saint Jean, who followed up on her work in such a professional and mature way.
Daniel Santos, who worked well in small groups as a true team player.
Steven Spires, who demonstrated terrific writing abilities while making wonderful connections to history.
Tyrese Stroud, who worked to be as competitive in the classroom as he is on the basketball court.
Raquel Watson, who consistently improved in English and in her other classes as she grew as a student.
Erin Wells, who demonstrated creativity and eagerly tackled major class assignments.
Dana Williams, whose maturity as a student set a wonderful example for her peers.
Period 5
Dom Avola, who wrote the class agenda on the board every day and who demonstrated a passion for learning languages.
Kayla Beardslee, who emerged as a fabulous writer in a variety of genres.
Emily Brady, who was a model for class participation with her consistently insightful comments.
Michael Center, who excelled in writing literary analysis essays.
Brendan Ciarlone, who expressed poignant connections in his writing.
Abigail Cline, who has captured a wonderfully mature and assertive voice in her written work.
John Dakermanji, who stepped up in class discussion on some memorable days to share insightful ideas.
Douenie Edouard, who is as diligent as she is kind.
Iverson Eliopoulous, who voraciously read many challenging canonical texts for outside reading, including Anna Karenina, and who made connections to these works in class.  (Go Cavs!)
Lucas Feldman, whose performance in class was as dynamic as that of Jimmer Fredette in the 2011 NCAA tournament.
Michael Fenn, who wrote some wonderful original poetry throughout the year.
Cristian Gatti, who set goals to pursue a high grade, and then corresponded with me in the most mature and professional of ways to check his progress.
Cameron Grubb, who sat in the front row, always politely greeted me, and showed me that he was ready to learn.
Colleen Hardy, who demonstrated a great love of life and made me laugh every single day.
Najma Jama, who got so into the books we read that she told me she cried when Boxer died in Animal Farm.
Scott McGoldrick, who managed to incorporate connections to Star Wars and the Boston Celtics into his literary analysis.
Tyler Nguyen, who made his freshman year English teacher proud by providing relevant connections between literary works studied this year and literary works studied last year.
Iragi Nkera, whose meticulous approach to his daily work (not unlike that of Keith Bogans) yielded the highest average of any student in my sophomore honors class.
Olivia Ohlson, who asked relevant questions about assignments, followed up on her work, and rocked out to some great music while crafting coherent essays.
Mia Price, who is as great a contributor in the English class as she is on the ice of the hockey rink.
Gino Ramasci, whose amiable nature made him a great contributor to group work.
Jazmine Roberts, who is kind and caring, and a pleasure to have in class.
Olivia Ross, whose dynamic personality enlivened her small group work sessions.
Sarah Sullivan, who reliably completed her assignments and always came prepared for class.
Ilina Zografova, who wrote some of the best essays of the year.
Thank you for giving me the opportunity to teach your children this year.
